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Dear Friends and benefactors of Catholic education, 

I am pleased to formally invite you and your guest(s) to join the National Catholic Educational Association (NCEA) 
for the 2018 Elizabeth Ann Seton Philanthropy Symposium and Awards Gala on Monday, October 1, 2018. The 
symposium and gala will be held at the Omni Shoreham Hotel (2500 Calvert Street NW, Washington, D.C., 20008). 
The Seton awards honor exemplary individuals and organizations whose support and faithful stewardship positively 
impacts Catholic education and the spiritual, educational and personal formation of the young men and women 
whose lives are forever changed by their Catholic education. You will have the opportunity to meet a few of these 
distinguished young people as we celebrate and honor the accomplishments of the 2018 NCEA Seton Scholars. 

NCEA is pleased to introduce the 2018 inaugural NCEA Elizabeth Ann Seton Philanthropy Symposium. This day of 
learning from philanthropic leaders, who will share their collective knowledge and best practices on advancement 
strategies, is an opportunity to meet and network with influential professionals from across the country. Symposium 
highlights include keynote speaker, Changing Our World, Inc. CEO Brian Crimmins, and a panel discussion with the 
2018 Seton honorees and distinguished advancement and marketing leaders. The symposium will take place 10 AM – 
3 PM, preceding the evening’s NCEA Seton Awards Gala. The Gala, beginning at 6 PM, is a black tie dinner and awards 
celebration of the remarkable achievements and philanthropic generosity of the 2018 Seton honorees. 
 
Following the ceremony, there will be a dessert reception for networking and fellowship with many of the outstanding 
philanthropists, educational practitioners and clergy who were part of the inaugural Seton Philanthropy Symposium 
earlier in the day.   
 
Enclosed is a formal invitation and response card along with the Inside the NCEA Elizabeth Ann Seton Philanthropy 
Symposium and Awards Gala booklet that includes information about the Seton Gala Awards program and the 2018 
Seton Awards honorees. Kindly let us know if you will be able to attend the Seton Awards Gala by completing and 
returning the response card at your earliest convenience. You also can reserve tickets and tables online by visiting 
www.NCEA.org/seton. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. We have planned an exciting and 
informative day for you that we believe will benefit and enrich your own work in your schools, dioceses and businesses.

NCEA, its officers, staff, and board of directors look forward to seeing you on October 1, 2018. Together in faith, we 
can do what no one of us could ever do alone. I hope to have the pleasure of personally greeting you at our annual 
celebration of philanthropy in Catholic education. May God continue to bless you for your faith in, commitment to and 
continued support of Catholic education.

In Christ,

Charles M. Russell 
Chief Advancement and Business Development Officer 


